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NewsWatch: 2005: Smart Lighting

[Narrator:] From the University of California at Davis, this is
NewsWatch.

[JoAnn Smith:] I really like the night light because, when I come
in, I don't even have to turn on the big light.

[Paul Pfotenhauer:] JoAnn Smith, who resides in an independent
living facility in Sacramento, says the new lighting system is much
better than what she had before. UC Davis lighting engineers have
designed a low-wattage light fixture that saves energy and
improves safety, particularly for seniors.

[Michael Siminovitch:] What we have is an indirect LED that
provides a very low glare lighting system for night light applications
- far superior to the individual small LED or small night lights that
can create a lot of glare.

[Paul Pfotenhauer:] A wall switch turns the main light on, but if the
motion sensor detects no activity in the room, the light shuts itself
off and the LED 'night light' turns on. Not only does this new
lighting system help people navigate in the dark but it will also
save as much as 50 percent in energy consumption over the
standard bathroom lighting fixtures. UC Davis partnered with SMUD
to design and test the new light at several places in Sacramento.

[Dave Bisbee:] There is a real need for energy-efficient lighting in
the industry particularly lighting that looks good and saves energy.

[Paul Pfotenhauer:] This new lighting system will soon be making
its way into new construction.

[Michael Siminovitch:] There is a big change next year in the
building code, title 24, for all residences will require energy efficient
lighting. And we think that bathrooms, that this is going to be an
ideal application for this where you get both the energy efficiency
and the quality issues.

[Paul Pfotenhauer:] Reporting from UC Davis, I'm Paul Pfotenhauer.

[Narrator:] For more information, please log onto
broadcast.ucdavis.edu
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